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THE SHIP САМЕ DOWN FROM SPACE. IT САМЕ DOWN 
FROM THE STARS AND THE SILENT GULFS OF 5РАСЕ. IT 
WAS А NEW SHIP, THE ONLY ONE OF ITS KIND, IT HAD 


FIRE ІМ ITS BELLY AND MEN IN ITS BODY, ANDIT MOVED Ё 


WITH GLEAN SILENCE, FIERY AND HOT. A GROWD HAD 
GATHERED AT ITS NEW YORK LAUNCHING SITE AND 
SHOUTED AND WAVED THEIR HANDS UP INTO THE SUN- 
LIGHT... AND THE ROCKET HAD JERKED UP, BLOOMED OUT 
GREAT FLOWERS OF HEAT AND GOLOR, AND RUN AWAY 
INTO SPACE ON THE 27957 VOYAGE TO MARS АМО 
NOW, IT WAS DEGELERATING WITH METAL EFFICIENCY 

IN THE UPPER ZONES OF MARS'S ATMOSPHERE 





NAVIGATOR LUSTIG, ARCHAEOLOGIST  HINKSTON, AND 
CAPTAIN JOHN BLACK WATCHED MARS SWING UP 
UNDER THEM... 
MARS! MARS! GOOD 
OLD MARS! HERE 
WE ARE! 


“THE SHIP LANDED SOFTLY ОМ A LAWN OF GREEN 
GRASS. OUTSIDE, UPON THE LAWN, STOOD AN IRON 
DEER. FURTHER UP THE LAWN, A TALL BROWN 
VICTORIAN HOUSE SAT IN THE QUIET SUNLIGHT, AN 
OLD SWING WHICH WAS HOOKED INTO THE PORCH 
CEILING SWUNG BACK AND FORTH, BACK AND FORTH, 
IN A LITTLE BREEZE... 


ELL...WELL IT'LL 
| BE DARNED... 


IT CAN'T BE... 
IT JUST 64/7 
BE... 





31948, Ray Bradbury 


AROUND THE ВОСКЕТ IN FOUR ОІВЕСТІОМ8 SPREAD THE TOWN;GREEN | МОГО ОМ, LUSTIG. JUST | WE KNOW 
AND MOTIONLESS IN THE MARTIAN SPRING. THERE WERE WHITE A MOMENT. NOBODY WHAT IT IS, 
HOUSES АМО RED BRICK ONES, AND TALL ELM TREES BLOWINGIN | GAVE АМҮ ORDERS. айу SIR. ITS A 4 
THE WIND, AND TALL MAPLES, AND HORSE CHESTNUTS.AND CHURCH | HOW DO WE KNOW (ДЕ? SMALL TOWN 
STEEPLES WITH GOLDEN BELLS SILENT IN THEM.. WHAT THIS /5 2 мітн 6000 

У 64 А/Ж 1, 


DO YOU THINK “NW і ІТ МАУ BE THAT THERE 

SMALL TOWN THAT ТНЕ CIVILI- ARE SIMILIAR PATTERNS 

LIKE AN EARTH | ZATIONS OF TWO 

TOWN /NGREDI- | PLANETS GAN pa 

BLE! ІТ CAN'T TELL ME IF IT'S LooKf 

BE, BUT IT/S. LOGICAL THAT ZÈ ATTEN- 

MARTIANS SHOULD TION 

EVOLVE IN THE ју HAVE PORCH SWINGS, ALL 
SAME WAY, =? VIGTORIAN HOUSES, HANDS / 
HINKSTON? a LAWNS, CHESTNUT = REMAIN 


THE THREE MEN GAME OUT INTO THE SUNSHINE. IT 

WAS A BEAUTIFUL SPRING DAY. SOMEWHERE А PIANO 

PLAYED, SOFTLY, DROWSILY. THE SONG WAS ZE4U7/- WHERE A HORSE AND WAGON TROTTED AND ROLLED 
FUL DREAMER. LUSTIG BEGAN TO TREMBLET HINKS- BY, BUMPING.. 

TON'S VOICE WAS FEEBLE... "МОГ THIS 15 
т...Т THINK I'VE SOLVED Y AND WHAT/S THE 1 4960,HINKSTON. 


THIS... ALZ OF THIS, SIR! SOLUTION, HINKSTON? A: BEFORE THE 
5 FIRST WORLD 





WHY МОТ? KOW ELSE САМ YOU 
EXPLAIN THE HOUSES:THE LAWNS, 
THE /RON DEER, THE FLOWERS, 
THE P/ANO MUSIC? SAY THAT 
THERE WERE SOME PEOPLE IN THE 
YEAR /905, PERHAPS ,WHO HATED 
EARTH, AND THEY GOT TOGETHER, 
IN SECRET, AND BUILT A FOGKET 
AND GAME OUT HERE TO MARS... 


HINKSTON ... THE 


A COMPLEX THING 
LIKE A ROCKET.. 


HOLLOW-ECHOES SOUNDED “FROM THE BOARDS AS 
THEY WALKED ACROSS THE PORCH AND STOOD 
BEFORE THE SCREEN DOOR. INSIDE THEY COULD SEE 
A CRYSTAL CHANDELIER AND A COMFORTABLE MOR - 
RIS CHAIR. CAPTAIN JOHN BLACK RANG THE BELL. 
IF YOU'RE SELL/NG SOME- У I..I BEG YOUR PARDON, 
THING, I'M MUCH TOO BUSY | BUT WE'RE STRANGERS 
AND I HAVEN'T 7/МЕ... HERE, MA'AM! WE'RE 
FROM EARTH, AND МЕ 
WANT TO KNOW HOW THIS 
TOWN GOT HERE AND 
HOW YOU GOT HERE! 
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SHE SLAMMED THE DOOR. ТНЕУ LOOKED АТ ONE 
ANOTHER... 
WISCONSIN? BUT... 
BUT...GOULD WE HAVE 
GOTTEN OURSELVES 
FOULED UP AND BY 
ACCIDENT COME BACK 
TO EARTH? 


NO! МО.“ WE CHECKED EVERY 
MILE OF THE МАУ МЕ WENT 
PAST THE WOON AND OUT 
INTO SPACE. ТМ SURE 
WE'RE ON MARS, SIR! 





YOU MAKE 
IT SOUND 
ALMOST 
REASONABLE, 
HINKSTON! 


IT 05,518 IT 
HAS TO ВЕ! LOOK 
ном OLD- 
FASHIONED 
EVERYTHING 15. 
WE HAVE THE 

У PROOF НЕЋЕ 
BEFORE US. ALL 
WE HAVE TO DO NOW 
15 FIND SOME 
PEOPLE АМО 
VERIFY WT... 


<$ PLACE IN 1905... 
THEY GOULD 
HAVE KEPT IT 
A SEGRET 
MUCH MORE 


“THE WOMAN ADDRESSED THEM AS THOUGH SHE 
WERE ADDRESSING CHILDREN... 


THIS TOWN WAS BUILT IN /8@6. THIS 
IS GREEN LAKE, WISCONSIN, ON THE 
CONTINENT OF AER /CA, SURROUNDED 
BY THE 240/Ғ/0 AND ATLANTIC 
OGEANS,ON А PLACE CALLED THE 
WORLD. NOW, 60 AWAY I600D-BYE! 


BUT...WAIT... 





HOW DOES THIS SOUND ТО YOU, HINKSTON? SUP- Д 
РОБЕ, AS YOU SAID, ROCKET TRAVEL OCCURED 
YEARS AGO. AND WHEN THE EARTH PEOPLE HAD 
BEEN HERE FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS THEY BEGAN 
TO GET HOMESICK FOR EARTH. FIRST A MILD 
NEUROSIS ABOUT IT, THEN A FULL-FLEDGED 
PSYCHOSIS!’ THEN, THREATENED INSANITY/WHAT 
WOULD YOU 00, AS A PSYCHIATRIST, IF FACED 





WELL, I'D REARRANGE THE CIVILIZATION 


MORE AND MORE EVERY DAY! I'D 
TRY ТО CONVINCE THESE POOR 
HOMESICK SOULS THAT H/S 
REALLY WAS EARTH,NOT MARS 


GOOD ENOUGH! 
ON MARS SO IT RESEMALED EARTH | THAT WOMAN IN 
THAT HOUSE BACK 
THERE JUST THINKS 
SHE'S LIVING ON EARTH! 
IT PROTECTS HER SANITY! 


CAPTAIN! Ñ LUSTIG STARED DOWN THE QUIET, 


1R... WHAT 
І SEE... WHAT І ЗБЕ 
NOW BEFORE ME...OH... 


SHE AND ALL THE OTHERS 
IN THIS TOWN... 


AND LUSTIG BEGAN TO CRY. HIS FINGERS CAME ИР, 
TWISTING AND TREMBLING , AND HIS РАСЕ WAS ALL 
WONDER AND JOY AND INGREDULITY. HE BEGAN ТО 
RUN, STUMBLING , AWKWARDLY ... 


он,600...602... 


ALBERT LUSTIG SOBBED AS НЕ HELD THEM, TURNED 
THEM, KISSED THEM, HUGGED THEM, CRIED ON THEM, 
HELD THEM OUT AGAIN, AND BLINKED AT THE TWO 
LITTLE OLD PEOPLE... 
ORANDMA 7 GRANDPAY 
8000 TO SEE YOU! YOU 
Р LOOK FINE... FINEL, 


GOME INSIDE, LAD. 
GOME INSIDE 


Now LUSTIG WAS RUNNING AT FULL SPEED, SHOUTING. 
HE TURNED INTO A YARD HALF-WAY DOWN THE LITTLE 
SHADY STREET AND LEAPED UPON THE PORCH OF A 
LARGE GREEN HOUSE. TWO OLD PEOPLE STOOD IN 
THE DOORWAY, THEIR FACES LIGHTING ИР... 


GRANDMA! Y] ALBERTI OK, ALBERT! 
GRANDPA! A] IT'S BEEN SO MANY 
ME /ғ4”5/ HOW YOU'VE 
GROWN, BOY. . 


СОМЕ HERE СОМЕ HERE 7 
І WANT YOU TO MEET МУ 


15 OURS, TOO DON'T 
GRANDFOLKS! 


STAND THERE WITH 
YOUR MOUTHS OPEN! 
СОМЕ ON IN! 4 





IN THE LIVING КООМ OF THE OLD HOUSE ІТ WAS 
GOOL AND A GRANDFATHER GLOCK ТІСКЕ HIGH AND 


LONG IN ONE СОВМЕЇ 


HOW LONG YOU 
BEEN HERE, 
GRANDMA? 


YEARS. EVER 
SINGE WE 2/22. 


NONSENSE, NO. 
IT'S А WORLD AND 
WE GET A SEGOND 


А 6000 MANY 


ТНЕҮУЕ ВЕЕМ 
DEAD FOR 
THIRTY 


EVER БІМСЕ (ЧИ 


YOU WHAT? 


FAR AWAY, OUTSIDE IN THE SUN- 
LIGHT, THERE WAS A SOUND OF 
VOICES AND A GREAT HELLO... 


OH, KES, CAPTAIN” ) AND KOU \ TUSH, CAPTAIN” WHO ARE 
TAKE THIS WE TO QUESTION WHAT 


L HAPPENS ? HERE WE 


салау? АВЕ, 42/ИҒ AGAIN, AND 


NO QUESTIONS ASKED. 
A SEGOND CHANCE. 


CAPTAIN BLACK STOOD LOOKING 
AT HIS SHIP! THE PORT WAS OPEN 
AND HIS CREW WAS STREAMING 


CHANCE. BUT THEN, 
NOBODY TOLD US WHY 
WE WERE ON THE 27157 
EARTH, EITHER . HOW DO 
WE KNOW THERE WASN'T 
mo BEFORE 7WAT ОМЕ?, 





WE'LL SOON F/WD 
OUT.” СОМЕ ON! 
EXCUSE из, LUSTIB:, 


OUT, WAVING THEIR HANDS. A 
CROWD OF PEOPLE HAD GATHERED.. 


WHAT THE... ? THEYRE 
ABANDONING THE SHII 


A BRASS BAND EXPLODED. THEN, EACH MEMBER 
OF THE CREW WITH A MOTHER ON ONE ARM, A 
FATHER OR SISTER ON THE OTHER, WAS SPIRITED 





DON'T ВЕ TOO HARD ON THEM, 
SIR! THOSE ARE ALL OLD 
RELATIVES AND FRIENDS! 


ILL HAVE THEIR 
SKINS FOR THIS, 
BY GOD! 


OFF DOWN THE STREET, INTO COTTAGES OR BIG 
MANSIONS, AND DOORS SLAMMED SHUT... 

THINK HOW THEY 2227, У THAT'S NO EXCUSES I 
CAPTAIN.. SEEING FAMILIAR) WOULD HAVE OBEYED 
FACES OUTSIDE THE ORDERS’ I WOULD 





The CAPTAIN 'S MOUTH REMAINED | ED. WHAT 45 THIS? 
OPEN. ALONG THE SIDEWALK UNDER 
THE MARTIAN SUN, TALL, SMILING, 


MOM'S Y AND DAD, 700. АТ 
YOU HAVEN'T WAITING, THE OLD HOUSE ON 
CHANGED OVER THE \ JOHN! KNOLL AVENUE ! COME 
EYES BLUE, FACE TAN, CAME A 


YEARS. YOU 2/60 WHEN ALONG! LUNCH 15 
YOUNG MAN OF SOME TWENTY-SIX YOU WERE TWENTY-SIX, WAITING” 


21 
AND I WAS M/NETEEN, АМО 
JONN! JOHN, YOU HERE YOU AME, AND, LORD, 
OLD BEGGAR, YOU! 7 WHAT GOES (//, WHAT 
GOES ON ? 


HINKSTON WAS GONE. HE HAD SEEN HIS OWN HOUSE 
DOWN THE STREET AND WAS RUNNING FOR IT. 


THEY RAN.THE WIND ROARED OVER CAPTAIN JOHN 
EDWARD GRABBED GAPTAIN BLACK'S ARM AND MARCHED! 


BLACK'S EARS. THE GROUND ROARED BENEATH HIS 

FEET., HE SAW THE GOLDEN FIGURE OF EDWARD BLACK 
талса анал.) | ERENER ен Ты ME ИГЕ Зе те kose ЧАГЫ 
JOHN. REMEMBER ВЕТ І САМ BEAT YOU ТО М m => 


THE FRONT DOOR... T'M AN OLD 


MAN... AND 
YOU'RE STILL 





IN THE DOORWAY,MOM, PINK AND PLUMP AND BRIGHT. 


AND BEHIND HER, PEPPER GREY, DAD, WITH HIS PIPE ТТ WAS A LONG AFTERNOON. THEY FINISHED LUNCH AND 
IN HIS HAND... 


THEY ЗАТИМ THE LIVING КООМ AND HE TOLD THEM 
мом? DAD! ALL ABOUT HIS ROCKET AND HIS BEING CAPTAIN 


I'LL MAKE IN THE MORNING | NO! NO! DON'T ZH/A/ 

AND T'LL BE IN MY ROCKET THAT! DON'T QUES- 

IN SPAGE,AND ALL THIS 7/ОА/ вор 15 6000 
TO US, LET'S BE 


5 тоо MUCH! АЙ A NIGHT'S SLEEP FOR 
YOU, мү BUCKO! 


” 50 THIS...1S.,,MARS! WHO LIVED HERE А 
THOUSAND YEARS AGO ON MARS?MARTIANS? 
OR HAS THIS ALWAYS BEEN LIKE THIS? 

MARTIANS? MARTIANS ... 


WHAT А CLEVER WEAPON TO USE 
AGAINST EARTHMEN WITH АТОМІС 
WEAPONS! WHAT МОВЕ NATURAL? 
WHAT MORE SIMPLE? A MAN 
DOESN'T ASK QUESTIONS WHEN 
HIS MOTHER IS SUDDENLY BROUGHT 
BACK TO LIFE; HE'S MUCH 

ТОО HAPPY’ 


THE LIGHTS МЕНЕ OUT. THEY МЕНЕ ІМ BED, SIDE BY 
SIDE, AS IN THOSE DAYS, HOW MANY DECADES AGO... 


50 THIS IS | GOOD-NIGHT, 
MARS! A 6 


„SUPPOSE THERE WERE MARTIANS LIVING ON 
MARS AND THEY SAW OUR SA/P COMING AND SAW 
US /МЗ/РЕ OUR SHIP AND HATED USYAND SUP- 
РОЗЕ THEY WANTED TO DESTROY us, AS 
/INVADERS, AND THEY WANTED TO DO IT 
CLEVERLY, SO THAT WE'D BE TAKEN 
OFF GUARD р 


AND IT WOULD ВЕ SO SIMPLE FOR 
MY BROTHER, HERE IN BED BESIDE 
ME, TO TURN OVER AND PUT A KNIFE, 
INTO MY HEART WHILE CHANGING 
FORM, MELTING ; SHIFTING...BEGOMING. 
А ONE-EYED, GREEN, AND YELLOW- 
ТООТНЕО MARTIAN... 





AND ІМ 424 THE HOUSES 
DOWN THE STREET A 
DOZEN BROTHERS OR 
FATHERS SUDDENLY 
MELTING AWAY AND 
TAKING OUT AN/VES 
AND 20/М9 THINGS TO 
THE UNSUSPEGC TING 
SLEEPING ЕДЕТИМЕМ У“ 


BUT YOU'RE NOT 
THIRSTY” 


CAPTAIN JOHN BLACK BROKE AND 
RAN ACROSS THE ROOM! НЕ 
SCREAMED ТИСЕ... 


Їм THE MORNING, THE BRASS BAND PLAYED A MOURNFUL DIRGE, AND FROM EVERY HOUSE САМЕ LITTLE 
SOLEMN PROGESSIONS BEARING LONG BOXES. AND ALONG THE SUNFILLED STREETS, WEEPING AND CHANG- 
ING, CAME GRANDMAS AND GRANDPAS AND MOTHERS AND SISTERS AND BROTHERS, WALKING TO THE GRAVE- 
YARD WHERE THERE WERE OPEN HOLES FRESHLY DUG AND NEW TOMBSTONES INSTALLED... 
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І CALCULATE THAT ITS Y SHE'S A 2/6 
DIAMETER 15 ROUGHLY BABY ALL 4 
4,905,000 MILES ! RIGHT Í 
EARTH'S 15 A LITTLE 9 
Ьу OVER 7000 7 


WELL, SID? WHAT'S THE “WWE'D BETTER STEER 

STORY? MAKE ІТ SNAPPY! | CLEAR, DON! THAT PLANET 

WE'RE GETTING CLOSER f HAS A DENSITY ОЕ 

AND CLOSER TO THAT.. 271.96... WHICH IS NEARLY 

THAT SPACE-MONSTROS- ] FIFTY TIMES THE DEN- 4 
L 


[TREMENDOUS YES! I'M AFRAID 
WE'D BETTER STEER CLEAR! DO, 
YOU REALIZE HOW STRONG THE ) THE ORDERS 


OKAY, 510 / 
IÙL GIVE 


GRAVITATIONAL PULL ОҒ A Е 
PLANET WITH A MASS AS GREAT 
AS THIS ONE MUST ДЕ? WHY, THE 
ATMOSPHERIG PRESSURE АТ 
ITS SURFACE СОЦІО BE 14 TONIS 


PER SQUARE INCH...NOT 14 POUNDS 
AS ON EARTH! 


TO CHANGE 
COURSE... 








'..МЕ..МЕ COULD GURIOUS,”) | CAPTAIN MITGHEL PICKED UP THE | | THE GIGANTIC PLANET, ALMOST 
TAKE A LOOK AT HUH? WELL! | | SGOUT-ROGKET'S INTERCOM THREE THOUSAND TIMES THE 
IT, DON / NOT LAWD... | JUST ONE ) | MIKE AND BARKED INTO IT. SIZE OF EARTH, LOOMED LARGER 
JUST GIRGLE IT.. PASS AT 





AND LARGER ON THE SGOUT- 
ЖА IT THOUGH! ATENTON, (22445 Mi ВОСКЕТ'5 VIEW-SCREEN AS THE 
Т БЕСС го ик то CONTROLI STAND BY то У він ! 4C? SHIP NEARED IT. 
Б) = START ДОМЕ. | | CHANGE COURSES WE'RE GouRsE- — 
ја | қ г. | GOING TO TAKE A CLOSER | CON- ELI WONDER WHETHER 24/07/77 
F ONE OF THESE | | / DOK AT THAT SPACE- THERE'S ANY 272 6000 


reason J| 


GIANT OUT THERE! ON HER, DON £ IF 










SUDDENLY, A RED LIGHT OVER THE NAVIGATION 


INSTRUMENTS BEGAN TO FLASH ON AND ОРЕ 
DMINOUSLY. 





EWELL’ THIS IS ABOUT AS С/ОЗЕ Қ SORRY, SID! 
AS WE DARE СОМЕ, DON! WE'RE « SAY! WHAT'S 
у STILL тоо HIGH то SEE ANYTHING, W THAT? 
GRAVITATIONAL FIELD! BETTER /COURSE CON- є THOUGH! - 

SWING AWAY. WE MAY ВЕ 


TROL! ALTER 
SUCKED IN! COURSE 90" 


RIGHT f WE'RE 
HEADING OFF! X 











LIEUTENANT GERSON TURNED A DIAL, ADJUSTED 
ANOTHER, AND ANNOUNCED... 


THE SATELLITE IS ABOUT М A7 TENTION,COURSI 

К TEN MILES IN DIAMETER,< CONTROL ISTAND BY 

К DON! ІТ HAS NO ATMOS- FOR LANDING < 
PHERE LET'S GNE "Ен А АРРЕОАСНГ WE'RE 

THE ONCE-OVER f Р GOING TO SET DOWN 

қ = ON THAT MOONLET 7 





THERE! SEE Іт? LOOKS W YOU'RE RIGHT, DON! 
LIKE А TINY MOONI IT'S A SATELLITE 4 
е ye ALL RIGHT! NOT 





















“THE UNITED EARTH'S MINERAL EVALUATION SCOUT- 
ROCKET NOSED IN TOWARD THE SMOOTH SURFACED 
MOONLET HANGING SILENTLY IN THE BLACK VOID 
OF SPACE ABOVE THE MONSTROUS PLANETS, 


AND THEN...SUDDENLY...SILENCE... 


CAPTAIN! 
YOU'RE GETTING 
6000 /т. 
DIDN'T EVEN FEEL 
THE SHIP HIT 

ЖА. THAT TIME! 


BY WE'RE... 
WE'RE DOWN! 


LIEUTENANT GE 


THE FIGURES MOVED SWIFTLY, SCURRYING DOWN THE 
GLEAMING LADDER-RUNGS THAT TELESGOPED FROM 
THE SHIPS MIRROR-LIKE SIDES... 


GET A LOAD OF 74/8, DON! THE 
SHIP IS PUSHING THE MOON- 
LET'S SURFACE /NWARD. 

Жұ LIKE ...LIKE... 


CAPTAIN MITCHEL TURNED TO 








THE SHIP'S ROCKET TUBES COMMENCED FIRING... 
BELCHING GIGANTIC FINGERS OF WHITE HOT FLAME 
AND BLUISH EXHAUST SMOKE ... SLOWING ITS FALL 
TOWARD THE TEN-MILE-DIAMETER SATELLITE... 


SOON, THE PORT TO THE SGOUT- 

ВОСКЕТ SWUNG OPEN ON SILENT, 
WELL-OILED, HYDRAULIC HINGES, 
AND TWO SPACE-SUITED FIGURES 
STARED DOWN AT THE MOONLET'S 


RSON... 


AND TAKE A 
LOOK, DON! 


LIEUTENANT GERSON LEAPED THE LAST FEW RUNGS 
OF THE LADDER, STRIKING THE SOFT SURFACE OF 
THE MOONLET AND... 
HEY, DON! LOOK AT МЕ 7 
I'M BOUNCING! 








2 Е 15 SOME 
А THIRD SPAGE-SUIT CLAD FIGURE | HAROLD KOLBY WAS THE SCOUT- THIS SURFACI 

APPEARED IN THE SHIP'S OPEN ROCKET'S MINERALOGIST! HE 7 SORT OF ORGANIC 
PORT... HURRIED DOWN THE LADDER AND ка р СОМРОШМОР IT'S ЊИХ 4 
KNELT ТО STUDY THE SPONGY MINERAL AT ALL! 
TERRAIN UPON WHICH THE SHIP 
I WANT YOU ТО EXAMINE 


THIS SATELITE'S "WELL? WHAT DO 


YOU МАКЕ OF IT?) 


WELL,SIR!TAKE CLOTH 
FOR EXAMPLE! YOU 6 





“THE THREE ЗРАСЕ EXPLORERS STARED АТ EACH трон T UNDERSTANI 
тив KOLBY! WHAT DO YOU 
MEAN? WOULDN'T SAY GLOTH WAS 
KOLBY! YOU DON'T MEAN TO 
TELL ME THIS...THIS 
MOONLET 18. 
ALIVE? 


, SÈ ALIVE? YET IT'S AN 
1 
ЧО зүн NOT THAT 3 ORGANIC COMPOUND.. 
BUT IT'S SURFACE & 
THE СОГТОМ OR WODL 
18 DEFINITELY COVERED - WAS ONCE А GROWING 
WITH AN ORGANIC MATER- 2; 


JAL THAT МАУ HAVE BEEN ЖЫ Ам, 5/2574М24... 
LIVING AT ONE TIME, | 


YOU МЕАМ THE. ОН, SHUT ИР, POSSIBLY AT ONE TIME, THIS MOONLET Үн 
BLASTED МООМІ.ЕТ) ` GERSON! 60 CAN'T SAY HOW HAD AN ATMOSPHERE, AND THIS SPONGY 
IS WEARING A ОМ, KOLBY... DEEP THIS SUBSTANCE GREW HERE! PERHAPS 
SUIT, ко! ву? ЩЩ ORGANIC BENEATH IT, YOU'LL FIND THE “W DOWN HERE 
с СОМРОЦМО/5, | ORIGINAL MINERIAL SURFACES Амо FIND 
I DON'T ANOWLI CAN'T GUARANTEEY (0477 





SOON, д “SAMPLING BORER'...A HUGE,INTRIGATE 
DRILLING MACHINE USED TO TEST FOR MINERAL 
DEPOSITS...WAS LOWERED FROM THE 5НІР... 


ALL RIGHT, KOLBY / 
START 'ER UP! 


CAPTAIN MITCHEL LAY BACK ON THE SPONGY TERRAIN. 
HE STARED UP AT THE BLACKNESS ABOVE НІМ, PIN- 
POINTED BY COUNTLESS STARS! SOMEWHERE , ИР THERE, 
WAS THE SUN... AND EARTH...AND HOME... 
Қ NOTHING YET, SIR“ || OKAY/LET ME KNOW IF YOU 
у TEN FEET NOW! «ай HIT ANYTHING... 

STILL ORGANIC! 


Їн THE ATMOSPHERELESS VOID, THE BORER MADE NO 
SOUND, ALTHOUGH THE SPACE-EXPLORERS COULD FEEL 
ITS VIBRATIONS QUIVERING THE SOFT, SMOOTH SUR- 
FACE OF THE MOONLET AS IT BEGAN TO SINK ITS 


WHAT'S THE DEPTH, У TWO FEET, SIR! 
2 NOTHING YET! 
STILL ORGANICI 


74 


LOOK, DADDY! LOOK” 
А GARNIVAL ТАКЕ ... THE FLIGHT 
ү ME...TAKE ME! у m LEAVES N 
2 4 AN HOUI 


У BUY МЕ 
\ DADDY! BUY МЕ A 


ONE YOU'VE 
GOT, MISTER? ) 











KOLBY'S VOICE JARRED CAPTAIN MITCHEL OUT ОҒ 


HIS REVERIE’ HE SAT UP... 


FORTY FEET,SIR! 
NOTHING YET! 


AROUND... 


MITCHEL GOT UP AND STRETCHED! THEN HE LOOKED 





HUH? OK! WELL, 
KEEP BORING, 
кову" 

















CAPTAIN МІТСНЕЇ MOVED OFF 
TOWARD THE MOONLET'S CURVED 
HORIZON... 


WELL, RADIO IF YOU A//7 АМУ - 


THING! I'M GOING AROUND THE А 


OTHER SIDE AND LOOK 
AT THE MONSTER 
PLANET FOR A 





HIS STRIDE WAS QUICK AND 
SPRINGY, AIDED BY THE ELASTIC, 
SPONGY SURFACE BENEATH HIS 
FEET’ HE TRAVELED SWIFTLY, 
LOST IN HIS OWN THOUGHTS.. 


BILLY... JANET... THREE LONG 








SUDDENLY CAPTAIN MITCHEL STOPPED ІМ HIS 
TRACKS! THE BLOOD FROZE ІМ HIS VEINS.. 


I'M GOING TO TAKE A 
WALK, GERSON? WANT 
TO COME? 


HE WAS ON THE UNDERSIDE OF THE SATELLITE NOW! 
BEFORE HIM, RISING STRAIGHT UPWARD FROM THE 


NO THANKS, DON! 
I'LL STAY HERE... 
WITH KOLBY 7 


GOODBYES’ HOW HE'D HATED 6000- 
BYES! BUT JANET HAD INSISTED ОМ 
COMING RIGHT DOWN то THE SHIP...Y) 
DON'T GO AWAY, 
DADDY PLEASE 
DON'T GO AWAY... 


MOONLETS SMOOTH SURFACE, WAS A GIGANTIC CABLE. 


THE CABLE STRETCHED OFF STRAIGHT UPWARD TOWARD 
THE MONSTROUS PLANET OVERHEAD” GAPTAIN MITCHEL 


50в..5084 IT BROKE 7} DON'T CAY, BILLY SOREAMED INTO HIS INTERCOM: 
му BALLOON BROKE! ) DON'T СВК" па. вих ) Й Ñ GERSONI KOLBY ! FOR GOD'S ЗАКЕ 7 ч 


YOU ANOTHER ONE... ; STOP THE BORER! 


WHEN I GET HOME... 


BUT CAPTAIN МІТСНЕ(5 WARNING САМЕ ТОО] FOR A MOMENT THE SURFACE BELOW THE BORER SHUDDERED 
LATE / BACK ON THE TOP SIDE OF THE TEN-| AS THE AIR BEGAN TO ESCAPE THEN... 
MILE-DIAMETER SPONGY SPHERE.. 


DON'T CRY, FZNK! DON'T CRY? TLL 
BUY YOU ANOTHER ONE... 





Ду, . 
кф 


CALVIN HENKEL SHOOK HIS HEAD SADLY! НЕ 
LOOKED AT HIS WIFE WITH А GREAT PITY IN HIS 


TIRED EYES. | it's мо VSE, | DON'T SAY THAT, 

FLORENCE” I'LL NEVER CALVIN! SOMEDAY 
AMOUNT TO MUCH” І... І YOU'LL SUCCEED 7 
JUST DON'T HAVE IT // YOU'LL SEE? JUST 

ME! IM А FA/LURE.T A KEEP WORKING, AND... 
COMPLETE FAILURE! | 


греч 


SUDDENLY, А 2/60/07 GAME INTO CALVIN'S EYES ” 
НЕ: LOOKED АТ HIS WIFE, HIS LIPS QUIVERING, SHAP- 
ING THE WORDS SWE WAS SAYING... 


FLORENCE! FLORENCE” ) міну, OF COURSE, CAL- 
DID YOU EVER GET THAT VIN! EVERYONE НАЗ 
UNCOMFORTABLE FEEL- | THAT SENSATION AT 
ING THAT YOU'VE L/VED | ONE TIME OR OTHER! 
THROUGH SOMETHING IT'S AS IF YOU'VE 
BEFORE...THAT AT THE ) DREAMED ІТ, AND THE 
EXACT MOMENT THAT DREAM WAS SUDDENLY 
SOMETHING 15 WAPPEN- 

/NG, YOU FEEL THAT IT 
IS HAPPENING FOR THE 

SEGOND TIME! 





EXACTLY АМО AS THE 
INGIDENT 15 OCCURING 
YOU 5ЕЕМ TO SUDDENLY 
REGALL THAT DREAM! 
WELL, Z JUST 607 
THAT FEELING AS 
YOU WERE 7ALA/NG 


0/2 YOU, 
CALVIN? 


> 


YOU MEAN THAT THERE WOULD 


BE ANOTHER EARTH ІМ THAT 
WORLD... ANOTHER UNITED 


OTHER WORLD. AND 
THAT OTHER CALVIN HENKEL, 
THE ONE IN THAT OTHER DIMENSION, 
WAS AT THAT MOMENT LISTENING 
TO HIS WIFE, FLORENCE... AND 
SHE WAS SAYING EXACTLY WHAT 


FLORENCE’ DO YOU REMEMBER 
ONCE, І TOLD YOU A CRAZY 
THEORY I HAD ABOUT 
ANOTHER WORLD... 
ANOTHER YNI VERSE... 
EXISTING IN ANOTHER 


WELL, SUPPOSE THAT OTHER 
WORLD 2/0 EXIST, AND IT WAS 
EXACTLY LIKE OUR WORLD... 
DOWN TO THE LAST DETAIL”) 
THAT WOULD MEAN THAT EVERY- 
THING IN 0/7 WORLD WOULD 
ВЕ PARALLELED...WOULD BE 


І LIVED THROUGH THIS BEFORE' 
EXPERIENCES WE ALL HAVE ARE 
NOT PREVIOUS RECOLLECTIONS АТ 
ALL! THEYRE ACCIDENTAL CONTACTS 
WE SUDDENLY MAKE WITH THAT OTHER 
WORLD IN THAT OTHER DIMENSION’ WE SUD- 
DENLY SENSE THIS PARALLEL 
EXISTENCE... 


DON'T YOU SEE WHAT THAT MEANS ? 
PEOPLE TALK ABOUT FATE... ABOUT 
DESTINY” WELL, THERES YOUR 
FATE... YOUR DESTINY! THAT ОЛУР 


BUT THERE 
ARE 
SUCCESSFUL 
PEOPLE IN 


US AND WE CONTROL /7.” IT'S A 
STALEMATE” THAT OTHER CALVIN 
HENKEL 15 A FAILURE BECAUSE I'M 

A FAILURE” AND 77/ А FAILURE BECAUSE 
| НЕ 157 А И/С/005 GIRGLE... 
h = 

ШІ 





ОҒ GOURSE THERE ARE! BECAUSE 
THEIR PARALLELS ARE SUCGESSFUL! 
WHAT I'M SAYING IS, THAT OTHER 
CALVIN HENKEL IS DEST/NED ТО BE 

A FAILURE BECAUSE ГАМ WE ARE 
HOLDING EACH OTHER BACK FROM 


NOTHING YOU 


SAYING IS 


WELL,EVEN | OH, BUT THERE /S/ YOU'RE 

IF WHAT / FORGETTING THAT WE MAKE 

YOU'RE MENTAL CONTACTS WITH 
THIS OTHER PARALLEL WORLD! 


WHY NOT PHYSICAL CONTACT? 
| SUPPOSE І GO! GO THERE... 


YOU COULD ТАДА 
TO THAT OTHER 
CALVIN HENKEL” 
GIVE HIM 
TRUE, 

THERE'S 


САМ 20 ABOUT 


DON'T YOU SEE, 
FLORENCE? IF МУ 


PARALL EL 010 NOT 
EXIST, I'D BE FREE... 
UNCONTROLLED! 
MY DESTINY WOULD 

| BE OF мү OWN MAKING! 


ING TO DISCOVER A METHOD OF REACHING THAT PAR- 
ALLEL WORLD IN THAT OTHER DIMENSION! AND AFTER 
THREE LONG YEARS OF TRIAL AND ERROR,DEFEAT 

AFTER DEFEAT, FAILURE AFTER FAILURE,HE FOUND IT... 


TO DO IT! I'M GOING 
TO FIND А WAY ТО GET |CAREFUL | 
/NTO THAT OTHER 
ОІМЕНЗІОМ..ТО THAT 
OTHER PARALLEL 
WORLD / AND I'M 
GOING TO FREE MYSELF 
ОҒ МУ РАТЕ... 


САМЕ DOWN НЕКЕ AND TRIED АТТАСНЕО 
THESE WIRES ТО МҮ WRIST, PUSHED THE BUTTON AND, 
4 кеше 


> 





IT'S му DIMENSIONAL TRANS- 

PORTER? 1Т'5 РТМГ НЕР IT'S 

BEEN 75760 7 ІТ WORKS I LAST 
NIGHT, WHILE YOU WERE ASLEEP.. 





гм МЕЛЕ" T'NE...T'VE DONE ІТ 7 
IT'S JUST AS І 54/0 IT WAS! A WORLD 


EXACTLY LIKE 0/45...А CELLAR 
EXACTLY LIKE М/МЕ... 


MY M/ND'S MADE UP, 
FLORENCE’ NOW, TOMORROW] YOU ВЕ 


GLUB MEETS TOMORROW! 

“THAT MEANS THAT THE 

OTHER CALVIN HENKLE'S 
WIFE...IN THE OTHER WORLD... 
WILL ВЕ GOING TO МЕР ZA 


BUT, SUPPOSE SOMEONE 
FINDS YOUR MACHINE IN 
THAT OTHER SEASIDE AND 


THAT... THAT IS THE 
CHANCE І MUST 
TAKE, MY DEAR! 


I DIDN'T 2747, THOUGH? І 
CAME Ẹ/GHT BACK! І 
DIDN'T WANT TO BE SEEN! 
IT WOULD SPOIL му PLANS! 
TOMORROW...I GO BACK. 
AND IPLANT A 7/ME- 

BOMB IN THAT OTHER 


OH, CALVIN “PLEASE? 
NO MATTER МОМ YOU 
LOOK AT IT, IT'S 
STILL MURDER! 
PLEASE DON'T 
| 20 IT! 1 BEG... 


CALVIN HENKLE'S HOME... | 
lè 


NO! ги START OUT... г. 
TAKE THE 8:20 А5 USUAL... 
BUT I WON'T 60 ALL THE 
WAY INTO THE G/TY/ I'LL 
GET OFF AT SEASIDE! т 
KNOW A SEGLUDED SPOT 
THERE, WHERE I CAN SET UP 
MY MAGH/NE 7 YOU SEE THE 
MACHINE TRAVELS #/7// МЕ 
TO THAT OTHER WORLD... 


HIS USUAL 8: 


GOME! LET'S 60 TO 


ВЕР TOMORROW 15 
FA A 2/6 DAY FOR ME! 


THEN I'LL TRANSPORT MYSELF TO 
THAT OTHER PARALLEL WORLD. 
САТОН A TRAIN BACK TO THE 
OTHER GALVIN HENKEL'S 
HOUSE...SET UP THE BOMB... 
CATCH A TRAIN BACK TO THE 
OTHER SEASIDE...RETURN TO | | 
THIS WORLD...AND TAKE МҮ 


THE NEXT MORNING, CALVIN PACKED HIS DIMENSIONAL- 
TRANSPORTER INTO A SUITCASE, AND LEFT TO GATCH 


GOOD-BYE, DEAR ! AN! 
6000 LUGK. 





-ЖЕМТ TO А SECLUDED 
РОТ ON А LONELY 


Ат SEASIDE,GALVIN GOT 
OFF THE TRAIN... 


WHEN HE CAME TO, CALVIN WAS LYING ON A LONE 
STRETCH OF BEACH IN THAT OTHER SEASIDE IN THAT 
OTHER PARALLEL МОВІ. 


WHA..WHAT 7/МЕ IS IT? I'VE BEEN 
UNCONSCIOUS FOR SOME TIME! ОН, 
DEAR ! 10:30! I MISSED THE TRAIN 
BACK! I'LL HAVE TO CATCH THE 

7 AT по y = 


EVERYTHING IN THIS PARALLEL WORLD WAS EXACTLY 
LIKE CALVIN'S WORLD! EVEN THE LOCKS IN THE 
DOORS! CALVIN LET HIMSELF IN...QUIETLY... 


4479 SEEL SUPPER 
к-ТІМЕ"5 A 6000 TIME! 


«SET UP HIS MACHINE. 


AT 1501, CALVIN BOARDED THE TRAIN GOING TO THE 
OTHER GREENDALE/ AT 12 NOON, HE WAS WALKING UP 
THE FRONT WALK TO THE OTHER CALVIN HENKEL'S 
HOME! UNDER HIS ARM НЕ CARRIED THE CAREFULLY 
WRAPPED ТІМЕ-ВОМВ... 


GOT TO MAKE IT ЗМАРРУ L \F I'M TO 
GET ВАСК TO МУ WORLD ON SCHEDULE, 
I'VE GOT TO CATCH THE /2.3/ BACK TO 


CALVIN WENT DOWN INTO THE ЕХАСТ DUPLICATE ОҒ 
HIS CELLAR HE HID THE TIME-BOMB THERE AND 
GAME BACK UPSTAIRS! ON HIS WAY OUT. 


ER... A...MELLO, MRS. 
Е“ FISHKIN f.. CHOKE... 


Іт WAS THE OTHER 
AT CALVIN QUEERLY. 





Ат 12:31, CALVIN BOARDED 
THE TRAIN BACK TO 
SEASIDE... 


NOSEY DAME” JUST 


LIKE MRS. FISHKIN IN 
MY мовіої 


AT SEASIDE,GALVIN 
ATTACHED VE WIRES TO 


Дт 5:45, CALVIN HENKEL GOT OFF THE TRAIN AT 
GREENDALE AT SIX НЕ WAS HOME. 

WELL, HONEY/ І D/D IT! IN 

JUST.. JUST 29 MINUTES... 

THAT BOMA 15 GOING ТО 

60 OFF AND THAT OTHER 

GALVIN HENKEL WitL NO 


» FLORENCE GAME INTO THE LIVING-| 
ROOM WHERE CALVIN HAD FLED... 

WHEW ! FINALLY GOT Я/2 ОҒ 

HER! NOW JELL ME! WHAT 

HAPPENED? WHY DID YOU 

HAVE TO СОМЕ BACK ? MRS. 

FISHKIN SAID SHE SAW YOU 

HERE... ABOUT //00/) 


.. AND САМЕ TO, BACK IN 
HIS OWN WORL 


HUH? OH... 
WHAT Г/МЕ 


Ат 4:44 РМ. CALVIN 
BOARDED THE TRAIN 
BACK ТО GREENDALE ... 
HIS USUAL TRAIN... THAT 
HE TOOK FROM THE CITY 

EVERY AFTERNOON... 
- == 


PERFECT! | 
EVERYTHING 
WORKED OUT 
PERFECTLY! 


TELL ME ABOUT THE 500/44 

GLUB MEETING TODAY, FLORENCE! 
I MISSED IT YOU кномі 
MELVIN WAS SICK! 





THE SMALL PANEL TRUCK SKIDDED ТО A STOP, КІСКІМ6 UP А CLOUD OF DUST WHICH SPENT ITSELF ALMOST 
IMMEDIATELY INTO THE BRISK MOUNTAIN BREEZE THAT SWEPT OVER THE DESOLATE GOUNTRYSIDE, ABOVE, 
BEYOND WHERE THE ROAD ENDED, AT THE VERY ТОР OF THE MOUNTAIN, А MICRO-WAVE TELEVISION RELAY STA- 
TION LOOMED SILENTLY,ITS COMPLICATED ANTENNAE REACHING OUTWARD AND UPWARD AS IF IN PRAYER. THE 
DRIVER OF THE TRUCK SWUNG OPEN ITS DOOR AND STEPPED OUT, SURVEYING THE RELAY STATION SILHOUETTED 
AGAINST THE ANGRY RED GLOW FROM THE SETTING SUN 


HMMM! DOESN'T SEEM ТО BE ANY SIGN OF L/FE 
UP THERE. HOPE NOTHING'S МАРРЕМЕД ТО 
THE JERK. CAN YOU /MAG/NE? RIGHT IN THE 
MIDDLE OF A COAST- TO-GOAST, НЕ СОМА 
0077 BOY, THE BOSS 15 SURE STEAMING” 
STANTON GO ТАКЕ A LOOK‘ НЕ SAYS ТО ME! 
SO HERE I AM... 


ALTHOUGH THE SUN HAD NOW SLIPPED BEHIND THE 
CREST OF THE MOUNTAIN RANGE, THERE WAS STILL 
ENOUGH LIGHT TO SEE ІТ THERE, IN THE CENTER OF 
THE BLANKET OF GREENERY THAT STRETCHED ACROSS 
THE VALLEY, WAS A LARGE SGORCHED TRACT... B LACK 
AND NAKED. n DANSE 


SAY! LOOKS LIKE THERE WAS А F/RE д 
DOWN THERE. EVERYTHING'S BURNED Me 
OUT. IN THAT AREA. a 


SeA 





НЕ STUDIED THE RAVAGED SECTOR] 
OF THE VALLEY FOR A MOMENT, 
THEN TURNED TO THE BUILDING... 


I HOPE BRODERICK WASN'T 
CRAZY ENOUGH TO TRY AND 
FIGHT THAT BRUSH FIRE. IT'D 
BE JUST ///Е НІМ ТО...ТО... 
Kay. 50020 LORD! 
"ря 


й 


шй 


AND THEN HE HEARD IT. A LOW SAD “WHIMPERING 
GOMING FROM WITHIN THE RELAY STATION, DRIFTING 
OUT INTO THE TWILIGHT THROUGH THE PARTIALLY OPEN 


С HUH? WHO...WHO'S 
OUT THERE? STANTON? 


WHAT'S THAT? BRODERICK? 
THAT YOU IN THER 


THE WHIMPERING AGAIN, THE PITIFUL SOBBING. 
STANTON STOOD THERE , IN THE DOORWAY, LISTENING 
TO IT, NOT KNOWING WHAT TO DO... 
WHAT HAPPENED TO YOU?) T'LL...NLL TELL YOU. 
WHAT'S WRONG? WHY < BUT AFTER IVE FINISHED, 
A CAN'T т TURN ON THE / YOU'VE GOT TO 60 AWAY, 


ІТ SAT BEHIND THE RELAY STATION! 
BUILDING, ITS GOLD LETTERS 
GLEAMING IN THE GATHERING DUSK. 
BRODERICK 5 
PANEL TRUCK! 
> 


WHAT ІМ BLAZES GOES ОМ HERE? 
THE ROAD Д5 DOWN THERE! 7| 
ћу HOW DID ІТ GET ОР МЕЛЕ? 


НЕ PUSHED OPEN THE RELAY STATION DOOR. IT WAS 
DARK INSIDE. HE PEERED IN, TRYING TO SEE INTO 


ЧУ A DOCTOR GAN'T HELP | 
ME NOW (МОВОРУ GAN! 





IT HA 
WAS MONITORING THE l! P.M. СТС. 
THE VIDEO SIGNAL WAS CRYSTAL 
GLEAR AND I WAS JUST SITTING 
BACK ENJOYING IT WHEN... 


тніе ІЗ BRODERICK! 


УОШ/ TAKE 
IT ЕА5У/ 
I'M DOIN' 
THE BEST І 
GAN! 


ги TRYING 
TO GET ІТ 


Мт WAS ONE OF THOSE FLYING SAUCERS. I'M NOT KID- 
DING. T SWEARIT. I'D NEVER BELIEVED THOSE 
STORIES I'D HEARD ABOUT PEOPLE SEEING THEM, 


BUT NOW І WAS ACTI 


JOKING АТ ONE MYSELF. 


А FLYING 
SAUCER! KEN? 
DO YOU МЕДІЯ МЕ? 
A FLYING SAUCER!| 


STATION FIVE! А FLYING 


SAUCER JUST LANDED! 


CAN'T YOU HEAR МЕ, 
SIX? HELLO, SIX? 





THAT'S WHAT DID IT f THAT 
SAUCER Í SHE JAMMED 
N MY TRANSMITTER. . 


ЎТ TOOK THE PANEL TRUCK AND 

DROVE DOWN INTO THE VALLEY ON 

THAT OLD DIRT ROAD THAT GUTS R НЕ 

ACROSS ІТ. І PARKED AS NEAR AS E A N DOOR 





I COULD TO THE SAUCER AND WENT 
NO SIGNS OF LIFE, I W 
THE REST OF THE WAY ОМ FOOT.. ТЕ ANYONE'S нер ог e 
I'D BETTER BE 
CAREFUL. MAYBE 
THEY'RE NOT VERY 
FRIENDLY... 


= 





аав 


“AND THEN І SAW IT...THE MACHINE“ IT WAS А CRAZY- 


LOOKING THING. IT WAS ОМ A KIND OF PLATFORM AND IT 
WAS HUMMING 


WOW. THESE GUYS SURE KNOW 
THEIR STUAF.T WONDER WHAT 
ALL THESE GADGETS ARE 2 


WHAT A СМАМСЕ т DOESN'T У | 
SEEM TO ВЕ 20/750 DOWN. 
IT'S JUST STANDING THERE. 








Т WASN'T HEAVY AT ALL. I LIFTED 


“І CARRIED THE THING TO THE 
34 PANEL TRUCK. IT GONTINUED ТО 


BABY! YOU'RE М/МЕ, NOW? WHAT А 


НИМ... 
(BREAK h PIECE OF EQU/PMENT 





саса 
`I LUGGED THE STRANGE SHAPED MACHINE INTO 
THE STATION WORKSHOP AND SET IT DOWN GENTLY ON 


HMMM, LET'S SEE МОМ, SEL RED... 
BUT ОМ? NO BATTERIES OR ANYTHING 
WELL, NOTHING TO DO BUT STR/P IT 
DOWN TO А SCHEMATIC LAYOUT... 


T 


THERE МЕ АВЕ. NOW. ТО 7:97 EACH 
UNIT .../NDIVI DUALLY... 


У WHEN І GETIT BACK TO THE ) 
STATION, I'LL SEE WHAT 
Қ MAKES ІТ 7/GA. 


---- 


тти 

І DROVE BACK ALL EXCITED, LIKE 
А KID WITH A NEW TOY. І TOOK THE 
TRUCK TO THE END OF THE ROAD 
AND RIGHT UP THE MOUNTAIN TO 
THE RELAY STATION BUILDING IN 
MY EXCITEMENT..." 


SOON AS I GAN GET THE TRANS- 
MITTER WORKING AGAIN, I'LL 
RADIO IN ABOUT THE SAUCER. IN 
THE MEANTIME, I'LL FOOL AROUND, 

WITH 79/5 THING 7, 


\YOU REMEMBER IN SCHOOL, STANTON? HOW WE USED 
TO TAKE APART A RADIO CHASSIS AND SET IT UP ON 
A BOARD... ALL SPREAD OUT.. WHILE OPERATING.. 
SO WE COULD FOLLOW THE WIRING AND SEE HOW IT 

WORKS 2 WELL, THAT'S WHAT I ДІЮ..." 


THIS LOOKS LIKE A TRANSFORMER OF SOME 
KIND. I'LL TACK THIS DOWN OVER HERE. 











a -<- --<-< 
AND ALL THE WHILE, THE THING КЕРТ HUMMING. Т 
STARTED ТО GET THE TESTING EQUIPMENT TOGETHER] 





BOARD BEGAN TO SCREAM! 


m >- 





>— 


160 HELP МЕ, ЗТАМТОМ/ ІТ BEGAN ТО) 





SCREAM. THE THING ON THE BOARD 
WAS SOME SORT OF MECHANIGAL- 
ELECTRONIC //ЕЕ... 7” 


МАЛА 
A A 1 


ја 


Фу 


налалт 


"Дно IT КЕРТ SCREAMING... AS 
IF IT WERE IN PAIN... AS IF IT 
KNEW WHAT I'D DONE TO IT. I 
LOOKED AROUND ANXIOUSLY. I 
WANTED TO PUT IT OUT OF ITS 


с со 

1 SNATCHED UP THE HAMMER AND 
RAISED IT OVER MY HEAD. І WAS 
GOING TO SMASH THE THING TO 
SMITHEREENS, SUDDENLY A VOIGE 
CRASHED IN MY BRAIN... " 








"І SPUN AROUND. IT WAS COMING IN THE DOOR.. 
ANOTHER MACHINE... A DIFFERENT ONE THIS TIME. IT 
MOVED BY ITSELF AND IT SEEMED TO SEE ME AND IT 
WAS TALKING TO ME, BUT ITS VOICE SOUNDED 
INSIDE MY HEAD... ' 

WHAT HAVE YOU DONE 

TO ZYRKX? YOU FOOL... $ 





Т ---- 
Іт ROLLED TOWARDS МЕ. IT HAD METAL-TENTACLED 
'ARMS, GLAMP- LIKE HANDS,AND PINGER FINGERS, IT 
HAD А LENS SET IN ITS UPPER SECTION...ITS EYE. 
А SPEAKER BELOW...ITS MOUTH. SMALL LIGHTS 


WE HAVE BEEN OBSERVI/NG YOUR 9 

PLANET FOR SOME TIME. ZYR 

AND І МЕНЕ THE 2/757 TO < 
ATTEMPT А LANDINI 





DISCOVERED 
SPACE- 


BUILT BY CREATURES ALMOST LIKE YOU, 

BUT THE CREATURES 2/Ғ0 OFF. THE 

MACHINES REMAINED. AND THE MACHINES 

BUILT MORE MACHINES... ALL А/М25 
OF MACHINES. 


УЕЗ МЕ BUILT SPACE-CRAFT. WE 

SEARCHED THE UN/VERSE FOR OTHERS NO r 
FORMS OF LIFE. AND WE FOUND 7/5 қ 
PLANET... YOUR PLANET. TONIGHT, WE 








THE WHIMPERING BEGAN AGAIN 
FROM THE DARKNESS INSIDE THE 


RELAY STATION. STANTON STEPPED 


ко! wait/1 
HAVEN'T 


DIDN'T YOU SEE 
THE PANEL TRUCK... 
f WHERE І DROVE 
IT OFF THE ROAD 
AND UP THE MOUNTAIN 
WITH ZYRKX? 


DIDN'T YOU 
SEE THE 
SPOT WHERE 


BRODERICK’ THIS 
IS ALL IN YOUR 
MIND. YOU'RE 


A BRUSH 


FINISHED! 


A COUPLE 
REST. THAT'S ALL 
YOU NEED, BRODERICK. 


SAY WHAT І HAVE ТО SAY. 
І CAN'T 2457 MUCH 
q LONGER. 


TOGETHER AGAIN, STANTON, THEN...THEN 
THEY TOOK WE APART... TO SEE WHAT 
MAKES МЕ Г/СК/ SO 60 AWAY...FOR © 
PETE'S SAKE... AND DON'T TURN 
а «ОМ THE LIGHT? М 


BRODERICK WAS THERE ... SPREAD OUT ON THE BOARD... 
IN SGHEMATIG ... EACH UNIT PULSATING ... 


THE LIGHT CLICKED ON! STANTON BLINKED FROM 

THE BLINDING GLARE... 
І.І WARNED 
YOU, STANTON! | 


С впоревіске 
ДА 





